New Life Academy

1st Grade Writing Standards

Strand 1: The Student Understands and Uses a Writing Process (S1)

Goal 1: Prewrites to Generate Ideas and Plan Writing (G1)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Applies strategies for generating ideas and planning writing
	PO 1: Brainstorms, makes lists, and sometimes formulates first sentence

before writing.

PO 2: Talks or draws to generate ideas and rehearse writing (e.g., class brainstorm, individual drawing).

PO 3: Uses multicultural literature (fiction and nonfiction) to stimulate ideas.


Goal 2: Produces Drafts (G2)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Produces multiple grade-level appropriate drafts
	PO 1: Produces a draft in sentences.
PO 2: Uses a plan from prewriting to write a draft.

PO 3: Writes a draft that includes more than one sentence.


Goal 3: Revises to Improve Drafts (G3)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Revises text by adding, deleting, substituting, and moving text
	PO 1: Reads own work and makes some revisions in response to teacher questions or peer feedback (e.g., “My dog went for a walk” becomes “My spotted dog went for a long walk” in response to the teacher’s questions: “What does the dog look like? What kind of walk is it?”).

PO 2: Rereads draft to self, peers, or adults.

PO 3: Asks others (e.g., librarian, principal, paraprofessionals, day-care provider, family members) to read and make comments.

PO 4: Recognizes overused words and makes substitutions (e.g., yelled for said).


Goal 4: Edits Text (G4)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Applies understanding of editing appropriate for grade level
	PO 1: Edits shared text with teacher guidance.

PO 2: Reads own work and makes some changes, especially punctuation.

PO 3: Uses a simple checklist for editing.


Goal 5: Publishes Text to Share With an Audience (G5)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Publishes in more than one format for specific audiences and purposes
	PO 1: Shares writing with others (e.g., author’s chair, bulletin board, end of unit celebrations).

PO 2: Illustrates work (e.g., drawings, computer graphics, collages).

PO 3: Shares writing in self-published books.


Goal 6: Adjusts Writing Process as Necessary (G6)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Applies understanding of the recursive nature of writing process
	No POs for this Grade Level

	C2: Uses collaborative skills to adapt writing process
	No POs for this Grade Level

	C3: Uses knowledge of time constraints to adjust writing process
	No POs for this Grade Level


Strand 2: The Student Writes in a Variety of Forms for Different Audiences and Purposes (S2)

Goal 1: Adapts Writing for a Variety of Audiences (G1)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Applies understanding of multiple and varied audiences to write effectively
	PO 1: Writes for self, family, friends, and teacher.

PO 2: Identifies the intended audience for a written piece.


Goal 2: Writes for Different Purposes (G2)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Demonstrates understanding of different purposes for writing
	PO 1: Writes to express own ideas (e.g., scientific observations).

PO 2: Writes to communicate with others (e.g., notes, cards).

PO 3: Writes to explain how to do something (e.g., how to walk down the hall at school).

PO 4: Writes to retell in some detail and in correct sequence.

PO 5: Writes to inform (e.g., answers to questions, cultural customs).

PO 6: Writes to entertain (e.g., jokes, riddles, funny stories).


Goal 3: Writes in a Variety of Forms/Genres (G3)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Uses a variety of forms/genres
	PO 1: Maintains a log or portfolio to track variety of forms/genres used.

PO 2: Identifies and uses a variety of new

forms/genres.

Examples:

~ notes to others

~ scientific observations

~ answers to questions

~ patterned poetry

~ stories/memoirs


Goal 4: Writes for Practical Tasks (G4)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Writes to perform a practical task
	PO 1: Knows important personal information.

PO 2: Writes first and last names and contact address.


Strand 3: The Student Writes Clearly and Effectively (S3)

Goal 1: Develops Ideas and Organizes Writing (G1)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Analyzes ideas, selects topic, adds detail, and elaborates
	PO 1: Develops ideas for topics orally and visually (e.g., discusses, draws, and/or writes to develop ideas).

PO 2:  Develops and chooses from a list of general topics for writing (e.g., pets, friends, favorite places).

PO 3:  Elaborates on ideas using descriptive words and phrases (e.g., My yellow striped cat jumped on my bed.).

PO 4:  Selects title for a piece of writing.

	C2: Organizes writing using a logical organizational structure
	PO 1: Uses simple conjunctions as transitions (e.g., then, now, and).

PO 2: Writes to follow the organization of a mentor text


Goal 2: Uses Appropriate Style (G2)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Understands that different audiences and purposes affect writer’s voice
	PO 1: Uses detail and color in drawings.

PO 2: Uses exclamation points (e.g., I love pizza!).

PO 3: Uses size and shape of word for emphasis (e.g., WOW, scary).

PO 4: Discusses voice of author in read alouds

	C2: Uses language appropriate for a specific audience and purpose
	PO 1: Builds a rich vocabulary through talking, listening, and language

activities.

PO 2: Uses words from environmental print (e.g., stop signs, cereal boxes, logos).

PO 3: Uses classroom resources (e.g., word walls, name charts, labels, other student/teacher-generated resources).

	C3: Uses a variety of sentences
	PO 1: Participates in shared reading/writing of poems, songs, chants, and prose.

PO 2: Uses simple and some compound sentences.


Goal 3: Knows and Applies Writing Conventions Appropriate for the Grade Level (G3)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Uses legible handwriting
	PO 1: Writes uppercase and lowercase letters.

PO 2: Uses spaces between words and sentences.

PO 3: Writes from left to right and top to bottom.

	C2: Spells words appropriate for the grade level accurately
	PO 1: Uses spelling rules and patterns from kindergarten.

PO 2: Spells first-grade high-frequency words correctly (e.g., the, of, was, they).

PO 3: Includes beginning, middle, and ending sounds in phonetic spelling.

PO 4: Writes using grade level appropriate spelling patterns.

Examples:

~ Onset and rime (e.g., bat, cat, fat; man, fan, can)

~ Short vowel patterns (e.g, hat, pet, sip, mop, cut)

~ Blends (e.g., st, tr, dr, br)

~ Digraphs (e.g., sh, th, ch)

~ Long vowel silent e (e.g., make, like)

PO 5: Uses classroom resources (e.g., word walls, word banks, word charts, peers).

PO 6: Develops a personal spelling list.

	C3: Applies capitalization rules
	PO 1: Uses capitalization rules from kindergarten.

PO 2: Capitalizes first word in a sentence.

PO 3: Capitalizes days of the week and months of the year.

PO 4: Capitalizes names of people.

	C4: Applies punctuation rules
	PO 1: Uses end marks correctly (e.g., periods, question marks, exclamation points)

	C5: Applies  rules of grammar
	PO 1: Explains and uses pronouns as substitutes for nouns.

PO 2: Uses singular and plural nouns correctly (e.g., tooth and teeth, boy and boys).

	C6: Uses complete sentences in writing
	PO 1: Uses complete sentences in writing.



	C7: Applies paragraph conventions
	No POs for this Grade Level

	C8: Applies conventional forms for citations
	No POs for this Grade Level


Strand 4: The Student Analyzes and Evaluates the Effectiveness of Written Work (S4)
Goal 1: Analyzes and Evaluates Others’ and Own Writing (G1)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Analyzes and evaluates writing using established criteria
	PO 1: Identifies criteria for why stories and authors are preferred (e.g., characters and plots).

	C2: Analyzes and evaluates own writing using established criteria
	PO 1: Participates in developing classroom criteria or checklist (e.g., color words, descriptive details, action words).

PO 2: Compares own writing to checklist.

PO 3: Chooses written work for a portfolio (e.g., selects  pieces from each

unit of study) and justifies the decision with criteria.


Goal 1: Sets Goals for Improvement (G2)
	Concept
	Performance Objectives

	C1: Evaluates and adjusts writing goals using criteria
	PO 1: Confers with teacher to set goals (e.g., add color or detail to drawing or writing).

PO 2: Monitors progress with a goal sheet (e.g., T-chart — I can … I am learning to …).

PO 3: Selects pieces that demonstrate new learning (e.g., portfolio entries, collections




